      
        
   
 
 
 

Sangeet Natak Akademi:
An Introduction
Sangeet Natak Akademi – India’s national academy of music, dance and drama – is the first national academy
of the arts set up by the Republic of India. It was created by a resolution of the (then) Ministry of Education,
Government of India, dated 31 May 1952, which was notified in the Gazette of India of June 1952. The Akademi
became functional the following year, with the appointment of its first Chairman, Dr P.V. Rajamannar, and the
formation of its all-India council of representatives, the General Council. The first President of India, Dr Rajendra
Prasad, inaugurated it on 28 January 1953 at a special function held in the Parliament House.
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, then Union Minister for Education, in his opening address at the inauguration of the
Akademi, said:
India’s precious heritage of music, drama and dance is one which we must cherish and develop. We must
do so not only for our own sake but also as our contribution to the cultural heritage of mankind. Nowhere
is it truer than in the field of art that to sustain means to create. Traditions cannot be preserved but can
only be created afresh. It will be the aim of this Akademi to preserve our traditions by offering them an
institutional form….
In a democratic regime, the arts can derive their sustenance only from the people, and the state, as the
organized manifestation of the people’s will must, therefore, undertake….maintenance and development
[of arts] as one of [its] first responsibilities…
The Akademi’s charter of functions was expanded along the original lines in 1961, when Sangeet Natak
Akademi was reconstituted by the Government as a society and registered under the Societies
Registration Act of 1860 (as amended in 1957). These functions are set down in the Akademi’s
Memorandum of Association, adopted at its registration as a society on 11 September 1961.
The registered office of the Akademi is in Rabindra Bhavan, 35 Feroze Shah Road, New Delhi. The foundation
stone of this building was laid by President Rajendra Prasad on 14 April 1959. Rabindra Bhavan was inaugurated in
1961, the birth centenary of Rabindranath Tagore. The Akademi, earlier housed in rented office buildings, moved
to Rabindra Bhavan in November 1961. This building also houses the two other national Akademies: Sahitya
Akademi and Lalit Kala Akademi.
Since its inception, the Akademi has been functioning as the apex body in the field of performing arts in the
country, preserving and promoting the vast intangible heritage of India’s diverse culture expressed in forms of

              
                  
    
                
                
                 
              
               
         
              
                
                 
                  
               
                    
                 
   
                 
                 
                 
                
                 
 
               
                
         
                
                
              

             
    
                
                  
                   
                  
     
              
              
                  

                  
                  

               
             
               
 
                
                
                
               
                 
             
                 
                 
                
           

                 
              
                
               
           
                 
               
              
             
                
           
              
              
               


